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give the United States the benefits of an aristocracy. The dele-
gates heard Mm, in that republican gathering, without any re-
corded comment. Then by a large majority they voted to resort
to a committee in their crisis. They elected Gerry of Massachu-
setts, Ellsworth of Connecticut, Yates of New York, Paterson of
New Jersey, Franklin of Pennsylvania, Bedford of Delaware,
Martin of Maryland, Mason of Virginia, Davie of North Carolina,
Rutledge of South Carolina, Baldwin of Georgia. To give the
committee time to prepare a report, and to permit the delegates,
if they chose, to attend the celebration of the Fourth of July, the
Convention then adjourned to Thursday the 5th.
The "Gentlemen of the Convention at the Indian Queen" had
invited Washington and Franklin, and probably the other dele-
gates, to dine with them at half-past three in their quarters at
Qie tavern. It may be supposed that for the time being they
put aside their altercations, but hardly that they avoided dis-
cussion of the subject which absorbed them all. From dinner
Washington went for tea to William Bingham's, and "walked
afterwards in the State house yard,'* according to the tantalizing
entry in his diary.
IV
The Fourth of July at Trenton was celebrated that year, offi-
cially known in New Jersey as "the Year of our Lord One thou-
sand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of our Sovereignly
and Independence the Twelfth," by the Society of the Cincinnati,
which as one of its toasts drank to "The Grand Convention-
may they form a Constitution for an eternal Republic." Elsewhere
in the country orators, preachers, and convivial men drinking
the thirteen toasts then customary on such patriotic occasions,
wished the Convention well and had high hopes for it. At
Philadelphia, the traditional if unofficial capital, there were enter-
tainments at taverns from The Lilliput on the New Jersey side
of the Delaware to Gray's Ferry on the Schuylkill, and public
ceremonies for everybody to attend or witness. Early in the
morning die City Cavalry, the Light Infantry, a train of artillery,
and a battalion of militia assembled on the Commons south
of the State House. They performed various evolutions, dressed in
line, and fired a fen de joie: each man, that is, firing a blank

